
Date:

Dear

There is much talk about Health Care Reform and the possibility of reducing the role of the insurance broker.  In
light of the personal services they have provided for several years, to reduce or eliminate the services provided by
our broker would place an unbearable hardship on our company in an economic environment where our budget is
already overburdened.   Our broker and their staff have acted quite literally as our HR department with respect to
employee benefits.

Here are some of the things our broker currently does for us:

 Researches the marketplace for information on the hundreds of available plans.
 Identifies and guides us to the best coverage value to fit our needs.
 Explains and answers questions on costs and benefits to each of our employees.
 Enrolls all eligible employees and handles claims accountability.
 Problem-solves for us regarding assignment of physicians.
 Helps us with HIPAA and Cobra compliance.
 Educates us on the new guidelines under Health Care Reform.

In addition, our broker designs and implements cutting-edge health and wellness programs for employers like
me—a focus that everyone agrees is the key to combating increasing health care costs.

Protecting commissions is a vital to keeping brokers in business so they can continue to offer these services. When
the Department of Health and Human Services issued the final rule disregarding the National Association of
Insurance Commissioner’s recommendation to exclude broker commissions from the Medical Loss Ratio
requirements, they put our future health and financial wellbeing at risk.

For these reasons, it is my hope that you are in support of HR 1206.  For any business, the additional cost of hiring
and training even one in-house person to assume the above responsibilities would be prohibitive and extremely
time consuming.  Please act responsibly in protecting the interest of small business in America, we need our
broker!

Sincerely,
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